Designing Web Pages


The ever-changing world of the Internet is becoming more accessible and more interactive every day. It wasn’t that long ago that interactive desktops, push channels, and Web TV were all a thing of the future. Now, most Internet Service Providers include a free personal Web page (usually about 5 megabytes) to their customers as part of their standard service. It also wasn’t that long ago that you had to know how to write HTML code in order to create a Web page. Now, with programs like Microsoft Office and FrontPage, creating a Web page can be as easy as creating a Word document. Whether you design a Web page for fun or a specific purpose, there are a few elements of design style that, when applied, will help you make the most out of your Web pages.

Be organized


Whether you have a one-page Web or a multi-page Web, you still have only one chance to make a first impression with your home page. Quick-click navigation makes it as easy to enter a site as it does to leave it. Therefore, you want to make sure people see what your site has to offer as soon as they see your home page. Most Web sites have a contents pane that lets viewers see in a few words what they can expect to find at the site. If you organize your page in an easy-to-follow layout, your viewers will be able to go where they want to go more easily, by avoiding confusion and frustration.

Keep it simple


Even though it can be tempting to fill your page with colors, sounds, graphics, and animation, it can also clutter your page and detract from the main idea you want to convey. Simplicity can be an equally effective design element as flashy bells and whistles. One way to think about simplicity is to think about uniformity. If you have several Web pages, it’s usually a good idea to use the same background, typeface, bullets, and color schemes as you do on the home page. This not only looks good, it’s another way to let viewers know they’re still at your site and haven’t clicked a one-way link to another Web site.

Avoid graphic overkill


One of the greatest things about the Web is the ability to transmit and access various forms of multimedia, including video clips, sound, animated graphics, photographic images, and the like. You can, however, run into problems with these types of files, which can make it very frustrating for the people who view your site. First of all, not every computer has a sound card or can view video clips. Secondly, such files usually take a much longer time to download. If you have too many graphical elements on a single page (especially your home page) it can take so long to download that it will cause people to click elsewhere rather than wait to see what your page has to offer. Choose your graphics carefully for best results.

Allow for easy navigation


Whenever you have an option for people to click to a new page or a bookmark within the same page, it’s always a good idea to make it easy to get back to the home page or the top of the page. You can do this in a couple of ways: You can either create hyperlinks that take the viewer back to the spot from which they came, or you design your Web site to have a static site map that is always accessible. A site map is usually on the top of the screen or on the right margin and has links to the home page and all other pages in the Web. Clicking on such hyperlinks is often much easier than clicking on the browser’s back button, which might take several clicks to get back to the desired location.

Get feedback


If you would like to know more about the people who view your site and what they think, make it possible for them to send you e-mail. If you’re using Microsoft Word or FrontPage, you can use a pre-designed template or wizard to create a feedback form. You can ask for specific information by including drop-down menus or option buttons, and you can ask for more general information by including text boxes where readers can type an unlimited amount of text. By clicking a submit button, viewers can send you their feedback automatically and you will receive it via e-mail. Use feedback forms to determine what kinds of changes you can make to your site to enhance its appeal to your targeted audience.

Borrow ideas


The next time you browse the Web and see a site that you really like for its organization, its content, or its design, bookmark it. Pay attention to the elements that catch your eye and try to recreate that style in your own Web page. If you happen to know HTML code, you can view the code and see exactly how the page was created. If you see graphic elements you like, you may be able to download them for your own use. Even though much of the content on the Internet is public domain, there are still copyright laws, so you should make sure to get permission for such materials. As you browse the Web, you will likely find that the pages that appeal to you the most adhere to the basic design principals discussed above.

